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you are always so very violent. I am sure I said I was con-
fident you would never have left college without a very good
cause indeed. I have no doubt you will explain everything in.
the most satisfactory manner possible. I do not know what
you mean always by talking of not expecting kindness in
this house. I am sure I never interfere with you. I make
it a rule always, when your interest is in the least con-
cerned, never to give an opinion. I am sure I wish you
were more happy and less violent. As for judging and
punishing without a trial, you know your father never
punishes any one, nor has he decided anything, for all he
knows is from the letter of your tutor, and that is but a
line, merely saying you had quitted the college without
leave, and, as they supposed, had gone home. They said,
too, that they were the more surprised, as your general
behaviour was quite unexceptionable. Not at all against
you the letter was, not at all, I assure you. I pointed out
to your father more than once that the letter was, if any-
thing, rather in your favour, because I had no doubt that
you would explain the step in a satisfactory manner; and
they said, you see, that your conduct, otherwise, was per-
fectly unexceptionable.

' Well, my dear Madam, I am sorry if I have offended you.
How are my brothers ??

'I am willing to forget it. You may say and think
what you please, Contarini, as long as you are not violent.
The children are pretty well. Ernest is quite ready fco go
to college, and now there is no one to take care of him. I
always thought of your being there with quite a feeling of
satisfaction, for I was sure that you would not refuse to do
what you could for him among the boys. As it is, I have
no doubt he will be killed the first half-year, or, a*fc least,
have a limb broken, for, poor dear boy, he is so delicate, he
cannot fight.*

* Well, my dear Madam, if I be not there, I can recom-